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President’s note

The year 2015 will go down in history as the 
Year of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
That was the year when the world progressed to 
chart out a sustainable development agenda for 
the next decade and half, based on 17 strategic 
broad goals and 169 specific targets. There was 
a consensus around the notion that the proposed 
framework of development, known widely as 
the 2030 Development Agenda, is an agenda 
for all and would not be implementable unless 
all sectors actively participated in it. The private 
sector played a significant role in the process of 
the defining and shaping up of the SDGs, which 
reflected its commitment to take up an inclusive 
global agenda. In short, it was ready to play the 
role of a Partner in Sustainable Development. 

This is how we view the public and private 
sectors; - as partners in the journey towards 
sustainable development. It is one of the 
objectives of the Arabia CSR Network to promote 
sustainable development principles among 
our constituencies, and across the entire Arab 
Region. We stand fully committed to national, 
regional and global strategies in support of the 
2030 Development Agenda. From 2004 to the 
present, we have relentlessly toiled to make 
CSR and Sustainability feature on the business 
agenda and corporate strategy. 

Today, we can take some amount of satisfaction 
from the fact that both CSR and Sustainability is 

emerging in boardroom discussions in the Arab 
world, and is being seen as an extension of the 
traditional culture of altruism and stewardship, 
and a means of value creation. To move from the 
tendency to engage in Philanthropy to embedding 
sustainable practices in the value chain has not 
been a simple task. This shift is clearly visible 
and growing among a number of CSR and 
Sustainability champions today, as has been 
highlighted by our regional initiative, the Arabia 
CSR Awards for the past eight years. 

The year 2015 will also go down in the Arabia 
CSR Network’s history as a year of achievements. 
We covered new ground in many of our key 
areas of activity, such as training, awards, 
partnerships, etc. We have equipped ourselves 
with requisite knowledge and experience to lead 
the business sector in the direction of sustainable 
development. All our work is geared towards this 
outcome. We have extended a range of services 
to help organisations in this respect, and hope to 
see the impact multiplying across the Region in 
the years to come.

Our journey towards sustainable development 
has begun, have you embarked on yours?  

Habiba Al Marashi,
President & CEO, Arabia CSR Network
Global Reporting Initiative Stakeholder Council 
Member
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